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(4) (19 U.S.C. 3202(b)(1), (3), or (4) should
be withdrawn, suspended, or limited.

(e) Petitions requesting the action
described in paragraph (a) or (b) of this
section that indicate the existence of
exceptional circumstances warranting
an immediate review may be considerd
outside of the schedule for the annual
review announced in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. Requests for such urgent consid-
eration should contain a statement of
reasons indicating why an expedited re-
view is warranted.

§2016.1 Action following receipt of pe-
titions.

(a) USTR shall publish in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER a list of petitions filed
in response to the announcement of the
annual review, including the subject
matter of the request and, where ap-
propriate, the description of the article
or articles covered by the request.

(b) Thereafter, the Andean Sub-
committee shall conduct a preliminary
review of the petitions, and shall sub-
mit the results of its preliminary re-
view to the TPSC. The TPSC shall re-
view the work of the Andean Sub-
committee and shall conduct further
review as necessary. The TPSC shall
prepare recommendations for the
President on any proposed action to
modify the ATPA. The Chairman of the
TPSC may, as appropriate, convene the
Trade Policy Review Group (TPRG) to
review the matter, and thereafter refer
the matter to the USTR for Cabinet-
level review as necessary.

(c) The USTR, after receiving the ad-
vice of the TPSC, TPRG, or Cabinet-
level officials, shall make rec-
ommendations to the President on any
proposed action to modify the applica-
tion of the ATPA’s benefits to coun-
tries or articles. The President (or if
that function is delegated to the
USTR, the USTR) shall announce in
the FEDERAL REGISTER any such action
he proposes to take. The USTR shall
announce in the FEDERAL REGISTER no-
tice of the results of the preliminary
review, together with a schedule for re-
ceiving public input regarding such
proposed action consistent with section
203(e) of the ATPA, as amended (19
U.S.C. 3202(e)).

(1) The schedule shall include the
deadline and guidelines for any person

§2016.2

to submit written comments sup-
porting, opposing or otherwise com-
menting on any proposed action.

(2) The schedule shall also include
the time and place of the public hear-
ing, as well as the deadline and guide-
lines for submitting requests to present
oral testimony.

(d) After receiving and considering
public input, the Andean  Sub-
committee shall submit the results of
the final review to the TPSC. The
TPSC shall review the work of the An-
dean Subcommittee and shall conduct
further review as necessary. The TPSC
shall prepare recommendations for the
President on any proposed action to
modify the application of benefits
under the ATPA to countries or arti-
cles. The Chairman of the TPSC may,
as appropriate, convene the TPRG to
review the matter, and thereafter refer
the matter to the USTR for Cabinet-
level review as necessary. The USTR,
after receiving the advice of the TPSC,
TPRG, or Cabinet-level officials, shall
make recommendations to the Presi-
dent on any proposed action to modify
the application of the ATPA’s benefits
to countries or articles, including rec-
ommendations that no action be taken.
The USTR shall also forward to the
President any documentation nec-
essary to implement the recommended
proposed action or actions to modify
the application of the ATPA’s benefits
to countries or articles.

(e) In considering whether to rec-
ommend any proposed action to modify
the ATPA, the Andean Subcommittee,
on behalf of the TPSC, TPRG, or Cabi-
net-level officials, shall review all rel-
evant information submitted in con-
nection with a petition or otherwise
available.

§2016.2 Timetable for reviews.

Beginning in calendar year 2003, re-
views of pending petitions shall be con-
ducted at least once each year, accord-
ing to the following schedule, unless
otherwise specified by FEDERAL REG-
ISTER notice:

(a) September 15: Deadline for sub-
mission of petitions for review;

(b) On or about December 1: An-
nouncement published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER of the results of preliminary
review;
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